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 Resources:  “Farming 

Magazine celebrates the joys of 

farming well and living well on a small, 

ecologically-conscious scale. It explores 

the intricate bonds connecting people, 

land, and community and it offers a 

hopeful vision of the future of farming in 

America. The magazine is created in the 

spirit of stewardship for the earth and 

regard for its inhabitants” [from the 

website].  I (cg) look forward to every 

issue of the magazine which contains 

articles about farming from family 

farmers, columns from outspoken 

advocates of small- and medium-sized 

family farms, poetry by ordinary folks, 

recipes. . . all inspired by a view of life 

that sees plain-ness or simplicity as a 

virtue (you will recognize the principles 

of the Amish way of life throughout).  It 

is a magazine that refuses to separate  

the business of farming from pleasure, 

profit from principle, or vocation from 

spirituality.  One of the editors, David 

Kline, is also one of America’s best 

naturalist authors, having written 

classics like The Round of a Country 

Year, Great Possessions, and Scratching 

the Woodchuck. 

 
News and Views: 
 Here is some advice about grazing from 

Brazil.  “There is a concern about the 

growing population and limitation in 

natural resources which are taking the 

population to direct its agricultural 

systems into a more productive and 

efficient activity, looking to avoid a 

negative impact on the surrounding 

environment. The industry energy 

expended to produce nitrogen (N)  

fertilizer is considered an indirect 

consumption of energy in agriculture, 

which is higher with an increasing 

forage yield. Nitrogen is the key nutrient 

associated with high-yielding production 

in forage grass and grain crops. The aim 

of this chapter is to introduce the best 

management practices (BMPs) for N 

fertilizer application in forage grasses to 

improve N use efficiency, since the most 

economical way to feed livestock is 

forage plants where its potential biomass 

production is not well explored. The 

BMPs basically follow three 

management practices: (1) soil nutrient 

availability and forage requirement, (2) 

fertilizer application, and (3) decrease in 

nutrient losses from soil. In order to take 
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a decision on applying N fertilizer to 

accomplish forage grasses production 

with social, economic, and 

environmental benefits, the N fertilizer 

use in forage grasses is going to follow 

the “Right rate, Right source, Right 

place, and Right time (4R) nutrient 

stewardship.” The application of the 

4R’s nutrients stewardship is directly 

associated with economic, social, and 

environmental impact. The capacity of 

the 4R’s implementation worldwide 

turns into a best guide to improve the 

striving of better N use efficiency in 

forage grass. The 4R’s are interrelated; 

thus, the recommendation of N fertilizer 

rates cannot be prescribed without the 

combination of the 4R’s where a whole 

system to be followed should be 

considered to decide about N fertilizer in 

pasture. Consequently, any decision in 

one of the 4R’s is going to affect the 

expected N fertilizer results and dry 

matter production.”  

https://www.intechopen.com/books/new-

perspectives-in-forage-crops/  (Brazil). 

 Here is some information about former 

Lieutenant Governor of B.C., Judith 

Guichon:  The Lieutenant Governors of 

British Columbia.  Doug Boersema 

pointed out that the section on Judith 

Guichon might be of especial interest to 

readers of this newsletter.  Here are 

some quotations: 

-  “The Guichons were among the first 

ranchers in the area [Nicola Valley] to 

adopt holistic management.” 

- “The family had already implemented a 

long-term approach to grasslands 

management, and now they were 

inspired to organize courses for other 

ranchers in the Nicola Valley.  They 

sought the advice of biologists from the 

Ministry of Environment to help them 

maintain a healthy habitat for a variety 

of native species. . . .” 

- “Drawing on holistic management 

practices, the Guichon ranch shifted to 

more intensive grazing, ‘having cattle on 

a smaller area for a short time.’ 

Confining cattle to smaller areas resulted 

in a greater concentration of manure.” 

- “After the family discovered that it was 

better for the local ecology to have the 

cattle grazing on grasslands, the ranch 

stopped plowing and growing hay.  

When they need hay, they bring it in.  

This deposits more nutrients into the soil 

in the long run, rather than simply 

exporting nutrients through the cattle.” 

- Recently, instead of sending their cattle 

to a packing plant in Alberta, the ranch 

sold its yearlings to a company in 

Ashcroft, BC, that will process the meat 

for retail consumption within the 

province.” 

 Here are a few notes about the Feb. 27 

conference sponsored by Climate 

Change Action Initiative which featured 

Javan Bernakevitch, a permaculture 

consultant and—especially in this 

workshop—promoter of the principles of 

Keyline Design.     

- Keyline Design tries to deal with the 

variables that farmers encounter.  

https://www.intechopen.com/books/new-perspectives-in-forage-crops/
https://www.intechopen.com/books/new-perspectives-in-forage-crops/
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Wise Water Use: 

1.  Keep soil covered 100% of the 
time, preferably with living plants. 
2. Use gravity and pipes to move 

water. 
3.  Reuse water.  
4.  Water:  “Spread it, slow it, sink it” 
on your land.  
5.  Water:  Don’t import it; use and 
save and reuse it instead. 

--Javan Kerby Bernakevitch 
 

Some are almost impossible to affect 

directly—like climate.  Others like 

the placement of farm roads, 

structure, subdivision fences and soil 

health are items that farmers may 

work with, aiming for relative 

permanence.  

- In connection with the day’s theme 

of water conservation and usage, 

Javan pointed out that wherever one 

sees water run-off (from snow melt 

or rain), that is a key spot for 

conservation and prevention of 

erosion. It is the point where water 

deposits silt rather than erodes.   

- Finding these points will enable one 

to work at the top of the run-off 

system and plough in contours to 

move the run-off water “laterally” to 

allow it to soak into the soil rather 

than run off.  

- By preserving water through the 

Keyline Design system and 

concentrating on soil health, topsoil 

will be created.   

- One inch of topsoil saves 10,000-

15,000 gals of water per acre.   

- When working with a section of 

land, begin with values:  “Do 

people’s values fit the land’s 

characteristics?” 

 Grant Lastiwka, forage specialist from 

Alberta, passed on some advice at the 

February 7 conference hosted by the BC 

Forage Council & Bulkey Valley 

Cattlemen’s Association.  He spoke of 

the need for a firm soil bed when 

planting forage seeds.  Some farmers 

prepare the seedbed, plant and then pack 

the field for seed to soil contact.  This is 

not good enough, said Lastiwka.  After 

the ploughing and disking is finished, we 

will have much better success in 

establishing a stand if we pack the soil, 

then seed, then pack it again.   

 Josh Andrews, Nutrient Management 

Agrologist for the BC Ministry of 

Agriculture spoke recently at February 7 

conference.  I asked him some questions 

about calcium nitrate by email and he 

suggested this:  “a nitrate-based fertilizer 

would reduce soil acidification if N 

fertilizers were used frequently and in 

large amounts. . . .  In the presentation I 

gave for the forage seminar, 30 to 60 lbs 

of actual nitrogen per acre is a good 

starting rate for unirrigated forages in 

your area. This would translate to about 

100 lbs of calcium nitrate fertilizer per 

acre to get to 30 lbs N/acre (assuming 

that the calcium nitrate is 15.5-0-0). 

However, if there was another fertilizer 

available that was ammonium-based and 

cheaper, you should still see the same 

immediate, visual response.”    

 A note about calcium nitrate (Calcium 

nitrate is written as  5Ca(NO3)2 .  This is 

usually in a form like 15.5-0-0-18Ca.  

It is not a commonly-used fertilizer in 

our area.  It is more often used in 

greenhouse operations and for fruit-

growing.    

 Here’s a way of making cattle feed that 

has helped ranchers on the edges of the 

Kahlari Desert in South Africa and 

Namibia deal with drought:  “Despite the 
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Quote of the Month: 

Man is altering the balance of a relatively 

stable system . . . 

 by his pollution of the atmosphere 

with smoke,fumes, and particles 

from fossil fuels, industrial 

chemicals, and radioactive material;  

 by his alteration of the energy and 

water balance at the earth's surface 

by deforestation, afforestation, 

cultivation of land, shading, 

mulching, over-grazing grasslands, 

reduction of evapotranspiration, 

irrigation, drainage of large swamp 

lands, and the building 

 of cities and highways;  

 by his clearing forests and 

alterations of plant surface cover, 

changing the reflectivity of the 

earth's surface and soil structures;  

 by his "land-filling, construction of 

buildings and seawalls, and 

pollution, bringing about radical 

changes in the ecology of estuarine 

areas;  

 by the changes he effects in the 

biologic balance and the physical 

relocation of water basins through 

the erection of dams and channel 

works; and by the increasing 

quantities of carbon dioxide an 

industrial society releases to the 

atmosphere. 
 

devastating drought ravishing large parts 

of Namibia at the moment, our cattle are 

faring well on the veld. So far, there has 

been no need for additional feed, except 

the normal winter and summer licks. But 

if conditions continue to deteriorate, 

we’ll have to start producing boskos 

(bush feed) soon as supplementary 

feed,” one rancher says. 

   “Boskos has been a godsend to 

livestock farmers in Namibia. Bush 

encroachment is a major problem in 

many parts of the country, but the 

leaves, branches and seeds of the 

encroaching bushes can be used as a 

valuable feed source. 

   To produce it, the trees and bushes are 

harvested and shredded into a fine fibre. 

This is mixed with ingredients such as 

molasses, salt, maize meal and camel 

thorn (Acacia erioloba) pods, and fed to 

the cattle. Although this feed is 

manufactured commercially in Namibia, 

most livestock producers prefer to make 

their own on-farm.” 

***** 

 The Progress of Spring Report 
(seems more like the regress to winter, 

but…) Be alert to the arrival of robins, 

juncos, killdeer, and enjoy watching 

eagles and ravens do their mating flights.  

 

 

 

 

I added the arrows to break up the rather lengthy sentence.  
This was produced by the U.S. COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL 

RESOURCES in “National Resources:  A Summary Report to the 
President of the U.S.S.  (NAS Publication No, 1,000 

Does it sound like a set of timely warnings?  It was 

written and submitted in 1963.   

 


