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Consider:  Please read the following 

information from Young Agrarians about 

supporting local farmers in the time of 

Covid-19.  https://youngagrarians.org/covid-

support-farmers/   It is prefaced, in part, by 

this statement:  “The importance of a secure 

local food supply continues to grow as 

global supply chains shift.”   

Here are four suggestions from their post:  

RESOURCES FOR CONSUMERS: 
1. Looking for a farm near you? Check 
out the U-Map!  [See complete article for 
the link.]   
2.  Order a CSA! 
3. Online Grocery Delivery 
4. Shop at a Farmers’ Market 
5. Consider Working or Volunteering on a 
Farm  [Note:  Farms of all sizes may experience 
labour shortages. Consider applying to work or 
volunteer on a farm (or at a food-related non-
profit) this season if you are healthy. Social 
distancing can be maintained outdoors on a 
farm! 

 

Editorial:  A recent report by the B.C. 

Food Security Task Force recommends four 

main goals under the heading of “food 

security”.   
1.  ADOPT THE UNITED NATIONS’ 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 
(SDGs) AND SEEK TO IMPLEMENT THESE IN 
FUTURE AGRICULTURAL POLICIES 
2.  ESTABLISH B.C. AS A GLOBAL AGRITECH 
LEADER BY SUPPORTING THE INNOVATION 
PATHWAY INCLUDING THE DEVELOPMENT, 
DEMONSTRATION, AND DEPLOYMENT OF 
NOVEL TECHNOLOGIES. 
 

3.  CREATE AN AGRICULTURE AND 
AGRITECH INSTITUTE AS A 
COLLABORATIVE ENTITY ACROSS POST-
SECONDARY INSTITUTIONS TO DRIVE 
EXCELLENCE IN PRIORITY AREAS  AND 
DEEPEN THE KNOWLEDGE BASE AND 
TALENT POOL FOR THE AGRICULTURE 
INNOVATION AGENDA 
 
4.  ENSURE THERE IS A PLACE TO GROW 
FOOD AND SUPPORT EMERGING  
AGRITECH INDUSTRIES BY EXAMINING 
LAND USE POLICIES AND  OTHER 
REGULATORY CONSIDERATIONS. 
 

Which of these is helping you find produce 

when supply systems are disrupted by  

Covid-19 restrictions?  Which will help you 

access produce and meat when 

transportations are shut down due to railway 

shutdowns, storms that close the highways 

from Vancouver, Edmonton or Prince 

George?  Which of these recommendations 

will help farmers get their food to market 

through central buying marketing 

operations?  Which of these 

recommendations will help you find butter 

and milk that is produced locally but is 

processed in Abbotsford or Alberta? 

 

Just Farmers asks you to consider the 

suggestions of the Young Agrarians on how 

to support local farmers and to speak up 

about the Food Security Task Force 

recommendations to your local agricultural 

organizations as well as your governmental 

representatives.  You may read the whole 

80+ page report at 

https://engage.gov.bc.ca/app/uploads/sites/1

21/2020/01/FSTF-Report-2020-The-Future-

of-Food.pdf .  There are lots of pictures and 

illustrations, so it is not all dense print.   
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https://engage.gov.bc.ca/app/uploads/sites/121/2020/01/FSTF-Report-2020-The-Future-of-Food.pdf
https://engage.gov.bc.ca/app/uploads/sites/121/2020/01/FSTF-Report-2020-The-Future-of-Food.pdf
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News and Views:      
 Leslie Crane sent us this note:  “I 

ordered some seeds from T & T, and 

they said their seed orders were TRIPLE 

what they would normally handle!!”   

 I found this an intriguing statement, but 

have no way to confirm or deny it:  

“During a farmdoc Daily Live webinar, 

[Purdue economist Jayson]Lusk said 

there is plenty of food in America 

although shoppers may not be able to 

find the item or quantity that they want. 

Americans went on a grocery shopping 

spree in late March as the scope of the 

coronavirus became apparent. Pork sales 

doubled in the week ending March 22, 

for example, and sales of beef, pork and 

chicken are running from 30 to 40 

percent higher than in April 2019.”   
https://thefern.org/ag_insider/  

 What is this?  Send us your guess and 

win. . . well. . . nothing, actually, except 

recognition in a future edition of this 

publication.   

 

 

 Gardening News.   
-If you let your spinach go to seed last 

year you might be eating a few leaves 

now.  (Minus 40C. may have interfered 

with things, though.) 

-I forgot to let a leaf lettuce plant go to 

seed last fall, so I took some seed and 

patted it firmly into some unfrozen 

ground in a raised bed and it germinated 

last week.  

-Peas are in the ground.  I usually like to 

plant them on April 25 at 9:32 a.m., but 

was a day or two late this year.  

-Onion seedlings are hardened off and 

ready to plant tomorrow.  

-Thirteen early cabbage (I use Tiara) and 

kohl rabi seedlings are in the ground but 

protected by hotcaps or mini-cold-

frames.  

-Betsey planted her sweet pea seedlings 

yesterday but protects them at night with 

a little, plastic-covered frame. 

-I asked my friend Gar if he was eating 

watermelon yet and he said, “The first 

one was pretty good.”   

-Your garlic probably has appeared by 

now unless it was very 

thickly mulched like mine.  

I had to move the mulch and 

peak to see some sprouts.   

-My record for quick 

germination (indoors) was 

some five-year-old Grand 

Rapids leaf lettuce seed.  I 

sprinkled some in a flower 

pot filled with damp soil, 

patted the seed quite firmly, 

covered the pot with a film 

of plastic and put the pot on 

top of the refrigerator.  Two 

days later some had 

germinated. 

   

 

https://thefern.org/ag_insider/
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Two Goals of Just Farmers: 
 To provide healthy, locally-produced food for human and animals.   

 To provide a voice for those often ignored by agribusiness. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Does “agribusiness” know that small farms exist?  Hamish Schat was trying to steer his runaway 
sow back into the pen and she wouldn’t even move, so he jumped on.  She still didn’t move for 
a long time.  No rodeo pig.   
 
Notes:   

 Hamish Schat is sometimes called “Ham” by his family.  

 The pig will become. . . well, ham—among other things—very soon.  

 Safety announcement:  As enjoyable as pig-riding is, don’t try it with mature pigs, 
especially boars.   


