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We affirm:  “Gardening teaches 
trust”:  “. . . a garden is a grand teacher.  

It teaches patience and careful 
watchfulness; it teaches industry and thrift; 
above all, it teaches trust.” 

 –Gertrude Jekyll, “A Gardener’s Credo” 
[See Quote of the Month for more] 

 

News and Views:      
 I was reminded by Linda Hanson of 

Dave Havard’s advice about living with 

root maggots in Gardening Between 

Frosts:  “”Direct seeding, as opposed to 

transplanting of cabbages and cauli’ may 

help.  It certainly does for me.  With the 

many plants in a row that direct seeding 

provides, by thinning gradually, instead 

of at one fell swoop, it is easy to spot, 

and hoe out, sick looking maggot-

attacked plants, at the same time leaving 

a good number of healthy survivors.  It 

would seem also, for some reason, direct 

seeded, unpampered plants aren’t nearly 

as attractive to the egg laying flies as 

those that were babied and swaddled in 

the protective blanket that is a cold 

frame.  Maybe the mischievous fly 

senses the transplant will be a juicier 

morsel. . .    One more thing about 

cabbage maggots, albeit frivolous.  Ever 

notice how they shun red cabbages [they 

don’t in my garden—cg] but really go 

for cauli’?  Try this.  Mix seeds of the 

two and seed them in the same row.  

When the surreptitious little fly makes a 

landing approach, it will be so angered 

by the sight of those damn red 

interlopers, it will go off in a snit 

looking for greener pastures—

cauliflower pastures!  Does it work?  

Maybe, maybe not.  It seemed to for me, 

but anyway, if you even think you have 

won, your day will be made.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Whenever I plant lettuce seed in the 

garden, I have trouble with either 

planting too deeply or too shallow.  Now 

I take a flower pot with damp potting 

soil in it, sprinkle some lettuce seed on 

it, tamp it down firmly with my fingers, 

put a sheet of plastic over it and put the 

pot atop the refrigerator.  Although the 

photo is a little blurry, you can see that I 

got a zillion per cent germination, in—I 

timed it—28 hours.  Transplant and the 

second crop is in the ground.  Hint:  

Don’t plant as many seeds as I did.   
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Quote of the Month: 
The good gardener knows with 
absolute certainty that if he [she] 
does his part, if he gives the 
labour, the love, and every aid that 
his knowledge of his craft, 
experience of the conditions of his 
place, and exercise of his personal 
wit can work together to suggest, 
that so surely as he does this 
diligently and faithfully, so surely 
will God give the increase.  Then 
with the honestly-earned success 
comes the consciousness of 
encouragement to renewed effort, 
and, as it were, an echo of the 
gracious word, “Well done, good 
and faithful servant.”   

--Gertrude Jekyll 

 Years and years ago, while living in East 

Delta, I called John Harrison of Mylora 

Farm in Richmond and asked him about 

root maggots in brassicas.  He told me 

that any transplanting caused some stress 

on the plants and that those plantings 

would be more susceptible to root 

maggots.  He also advocated direct 

seeding for all brassicas and not trying 

for an early crop.  I remember well that 

he said he gave up on trying to grow 

radishes organically because so many 

were ruined for market by maggots.   

 

 Crossword clue:  “Dogie’s Dad.”  

Answer?  Hmm, you’re thinking--

♫Whoopie Ti Yi Yo/Git along little 

dogies”♫     So the answer is “BULL, 

right?  Nope:  According to Richard 

Silvestri, the crossword creator, the 

answer is STEER.   I think that he is 

working under an immaculate deception.  
 

 A note from Leslie Crane, one of our 

readers and a faithful correspondent, now 

living near Grand Forks:  “Thank you! 

Thank you, Curt! I was just reading the 

newsletter and I saw this:   “In the 

United States, the use of dicambra is 

now illegal. Despite legal wrangling 

about whether to allow the use of the 

existing stocks of the chemical, this 

chemical will no longer be available for 

use on genetically-engineered crops of 

soybeans and cotton in 2020. Rather 

predictably, Bayer—the manufacturer— 

will apply for a renewed license to 

market the product soon in time for the 

2021 crop year.”  Instantly, I recognized 

it as one of the two products that we 

were told was going to be sprayed on the 

pipeline (at our back fence) along with 

2,4,D!! (which I thought was a thing of  

 

the past) to get rid of the hoary alyssum. 

They started finding out where people's 

wells our gardens were and had to go back 

at least 100 feet. I think they soon realized 

they were only going to be able to spray half 

of it without contaminating the groundwater. 

In the end they decided they needed to go 

back to the "consultation table" and never 

did spray (yet). We suggested they turn the 

ground over and plant clover.  So it remains 

to be seen what they will do, but when I read 

your article the alarm bells went off!”   

 

 “If there’s any doubt, don’t pull the 

trigger.  If there’s any doubt in your 

mind, don’t spray.”    Dr. Dan Reynolds 

(30 years as an Extension & Research 

Weed Scientist, Mississippi State 

University).    

 Bayer will pay more than $10 billion to 

resolve thousands of lawsuits regarding 

claims that its herbicide Roundup causes 

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/monsanto-parent-company-bayer-faces-thousands-roundup-cancer-cases-after-n1007246
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cancer, the company announced 

Wednesday. 

   Monsanto, which Bayer bought in 

2018, lost a lawsuit that same year 

brought by a school groundskeeper who 

claimed its weedkiller had caused his 

non-Hodgkin lymphoma. Since then, 

thousands of U.S. lawsuits have been 

filed against the company. 

Bayer CEO Werner Baumann called 

the decision to settle the lawsuits the 

right one in order to end a long period of 

uncertainty. 

“The decision to resolve the 

Roundup litigation enables us to focus 

fully on the critical supply of health care 

and food,” he said in statement. “It will 

also return the conversation about the 

safety and utility of glyphosate-based 

herbicides to the scientific and 

regulatory arena and to the full body of 

science.” 

The settlement, however, does not 

contain any admission of wrongdoing or 

liability.   Source:  
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-
news/bayer-reaches-10-5-billion-
settlement-roundup-cancer-lawsuits-
n1232026    

 If you want to see something a little 

fascinating or disgusting, check out 
https://rodaleinstitute.org/science/articles/
allium-leafminer-a-new-culprit-targeting-
allium-crops-in-pennsylvania-and-
neighboring-states/   .  You’ll see a  leaf 
miner depositing eggs on allium (onion 
family) leaves.   

 Here’s what Robert Jago reports in “The 

Hungry People” (Terra Cognita):  

“European farmers of the sixteenth and 

seventeenth centuries had to leave as 

much as half of their fields empty at any 

time so as not to exhaust their growing 

potential. They were also over-reliant on 

grain as one of their few sources of 

nutrition. The result was that, in England 

alone, between 1523 and 1623, there 

were seventeen major famines. The 

addition of Indigenous agricultural 

methods and foods domesticated by 

Indigenous people changed that. Where 

in the past, a study in Nature found, 

European farmers could feed 1.9 people 

per hectare, with our [i.e., indigenous 

people’s] help they could now feed 4.3. 

Writing in Smithsonian Magazine, 

Charles C. Mann concludes that, with 

Indigenous peoples’ sharing of their 

domesticated foods and agricultural 

technology, “the revolution begun by 

potatoes, corn, and guano has allowed 

living standards to double or triple 

worldwide even as human numbers 

climbed from fewer than one billion in 

1700 to some seven billion today.” 

 “Drilling something like orchardgrass 

into a failing alfalfa field is almost 

always successful if soil conditions are 

good, especially in later summer. . . .  

[However] In most cases, seeding 

grasses into existing stand of perennial 

grasses is usually not a too successful 

endeavour because the existing forage 

provides too much competition for the 

new seedlings.”  Source:  Victor Shelton, 

Indiana Grazing Specialist, in 

www.onpasture.com  

 

 Several times I’ve read about spraying 

molasses on thistles to induce cows to 

eat them.   I’m preparing a report on my 

mixed successes which will be published 

later in the year.  
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The Dairy Page 

“Her name is Mossy, born and bred by Robin Creek Dairy. 
They raise the best Jerseys I’ve ever owned”—Kate Schat 

 

Above:  Mossy eats thistles without special 

inducements or training.  What a cow!  

Preserve the genetics.   

Right:  Real butter.  On the left is our 

favourite if we buy it from the store; it’s 

Natrel.   On the right is Jersey butter.   
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Photo:   

Hope in a Dreary Summer 

(Red at night / Summer delight. . . soon, we hope) 

 

 

 

Nadina Mountain from François Lake (courtesy of Paul and Esmé Challen) 


